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Do not be too depressed by what the writer says here.
He was old when he wrote this in the early years qf our
century, very learned and very disillusioned. You are
young and in a country which as much as any other
needs good readers. You can learn something about that
from what he tells us here. For the habit of reading is
growing every year in India and we should be careful
about this privilege of being able to read and should
see that we use it properly. Reading is the search
for truth, a search which is not easy and is never-ending.
Reading in a word is thinking, which involves effort and
courage.
WEBE one to look at the literary journals only, and
thereafter judge of the time, it would be easy to per-
suade oneself that civilization had indeed made great
and solid progress, and that the world stood at a very
hopeful stage of enlightenment. Week after week,
I glance over these pages of crowded advertisement;
I see a great many publishing-houses zealously active
in putting forth every kind of book, new and old;
I see names innumerable of workers in every branch
of literature. Much that is announced declares itself